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‘“‘ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”—Othello, 
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“ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas's Observer. — 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

Mr. Willy’s concert, at this theatre, last night, went off with great 
éclat ; the house was crowded in every part by a most fashionable au- 
dience, who were highly pleased with the entertainments provided for 
them. 

The Destruction of the Manchester Theatre.—The loss which this 
destructivo fire will cause is not easily calculated. We believe the build- 
ing cost about 10,700/., it was a property held in shares; and, besides 
the building, the greater part of the scenery, machinery, &c., belonged 
to the proprietors, who insured them to the extent of 7,600/.; of which 
4,000]. was in the Imperial, and 3,600/. in the County Fire-office. We 
fear this insurance will not cover the loss of the proprietors. We may 
mention that the theatre has been insured in these offices since the year 
1810, a period of thirty-four years. Mr. Roxby, the lessee, was unfortu- 
nately uninsured. All the scenery which, during his lesseeship has been 
painted for the revival of the greater part of the plays of Shakspeare, was 
the property of the lessee, and has perished, together with various pro- 
perties and furniture of considerable value. For the Christmas Carol, 
considerable expense has been incurred in preparing new scenery, dresses, 
and decorations; and a “slider” for exhibiting the visions of Old 
Scrooge, alone cost about 40/. All the new scenery has been consumed. 
We believe the music and musical instruments were got out without 
damage. Perhaps the most painful circumstances of this catastrophe 
remain to be told. A large and exceedingly respectable company of per- 
formers are at once thrown out of occupation just when they were look- 
ing forward to their approaching benefits. We believe the benefits 
were to have commenced neat week, and the theatre would have closed 
on Monday, the 10th of June. Under these circumstances Mr. Roxby 
convened a meeting of all the company, which was held at the Athenzeum. 
We cannot conclude this notice of so untoward an event—one which 
must cast a considerable damp on the gaiety and amusements of the 
town during the next winter—without expressing our regret that the 
handsomest and best constructed provincial theatre in the kingdom, which 
was embellished, not two years ago, at a cost of 1,600/. to the lessee, 
should thus have been destroyed in one short hour. In various quarters 
we have heard a strongly expressed desire to contribute to any subscrip- 
tion fund that may be originated on behalf of the corps dramatique, whose 
position is certainly one that appeals most forcibly to the sympathies of 
every lover of the drama.— Manchester Guardian. 
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THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


Mendelssohn.—This distinguished composer brings with him several 
new compositions, which, it is probable, will be presented to the sub- 
scribers of the Philharmonic during the ensuing concerts of the season. 
The first in the list is the music to Midsummer Night’s Dream, with 
the beautiful vocal music to the fairy songs, “ Ye spetted snakes,” and 
“Hand in hand,” the latter of which is the several subjects to this cele- 
brated overture to this opera. The second is the “ May Day Eve,” 
the poetry by Goethe, and which is full of the most beautiful move- 
ments. In addition to a new duet for pianoforte and violoncello, there 
remains the opera of Antigone, composed by command of his Majesty 
the King ef Prussia, in which there is the finest and most superb chorus 
of bacchanals that human genius could possible conceive. 








Fashionable Lounges. 
0 the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Eprror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will you excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s splendid Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker-st , Portman-sq., to view TheShrine of Napoleon, or GoldenChamber, 
containing the Camp-Bed on which he died in exile—splendid rooms fitted for the 
purpose—the magnificent Car of the King of Rome—the Coronation Robes of the 
Emperor and Josephine—the original full-length Picture of Napoleon, byLefevre-- 
the celebrated Military Carriage, taken at Waterloo, &c.—crowded daily. 

Tuesday, examine the extraordinary Model of Venice, at the Egyptian Hall, 
Piccadilly, (open daily)—the most surprising work of art ever exhibited, contain- 
ing a faithful copy of every object, however minute, that the interesting city of 
Venice presents—-102 churches, 122 towers, 340 bridges, 135 large palaces, 927 
smaller palaces, +71canals, and 18,479 houses are represented in the model.—Open 
from 10 in the morning till 10 at night, with brilliant effects of sunshine produced 
by a novel artificial light of wonderful intensity.— Admission 1s. 

Wednesday, [ am to be found at the Chinese Collection, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, co.uprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manafactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements. Also many thousaud specimens, both in Natural History and Mis- 
cellaneous Curiosities, 

Why should the people of England patronize Perrine ? Because he has every 
wish to improve the heads of the Nation. HisVelvet Hats at 12s., his best Beavers 
at a Guinea, and Travelling Caps at 5s. 6d., erown half London.—Cecil House, 
85, Strand, and 251, Regent Street. Ae 

Talk of Phrenology—if you wish to find a Pericranium fully developed, visit 
the Garrick’s Heap, Bow Street,—where you will find conviviality, risibility, 
and choice spirits fully displayed—the celebrated Judge and Jury every night— 
a select Concert—a Dinner, fit for the élite, ls,—and Bed and Breakfast, half-a- 
crown—surprising ! 

Pa, (said young Paulina the other day) did Macbeth take some of GrimMsTONE’s 
Eve Snurr when he saw the invisible dagger? Quite different my dear says our 
doctor, for it takes away all ghostly ideis—cures the headach—dispels nervous- 
ness—is an antidote to deafness, and even makes the Queen’s crown sit lightly oa 
her head !—Grimstone’s Eye Snuff Manufactury, 434, Oxford Street. 

Quite surprised at my son Paul’s appearance—looked “ the very pink of fashion 
and the mould of form,”—told me he had been to Birnp & Lucas, Tailors, 52, 
King William Street, City, where clothes can be purchased, elegant, excellent, 
and cheap,—must patronise them ! 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester-square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s &e.—PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 





This Evening, (13th time) withNewScenery, &c., aNewGrandOpera, called The 


Brides of Venice. 


THE MUSIC COMPOSED BY MR. BENEDICT. 


Doge of Venice, MWrCHAPMAN, CountAlberto, MrW.HARRISON, 
Giotti, & Zuliano,( Venetian Noblemen)MrRIDGWAY & MrHOWELL 
Count Orio Soranzo, (thePirate Chief) Mr BORRANI, 
Naama, ......-.. (an Arab Page)........Mrs ALFRED SHAW, 
Leontio, (Lieutenant of the Pirate Band) Mr G. HORNCASTLE, 
Geraltiero, & Astolfo, (other Pirates) Mr BINGE & MrH. Horncastle, 
Geraldo, (a Pirate Boy) Madlle. ALBERTAZZI, 
Francesca,, .. «(Heiress of the Morosini Family)....Miss ROMER. 


The following is the order of the new Scenery : 

Act L—Venice. Saloon in Count Soranzo’s Villa. Interior of the Morosini 
Palace. St.Georgio Maggiore and Porto Franco, with the Festival of theBrides 
of Venice. Act 2—Castle .f Segna. Court Yard and Battlemenis of theCastle. 
Vestibule of the State Apartments. Gothic Banquetting Room, with Vaulted 


Dungeons Undern ath. 





After which, the grand Fairy Ballet, (in Three Acts) called The 


Revolt ofthe Harem 


The Scenery by the Messrs Grieve. |The Properties, &e. by Mr Blamire. 
Mahomet, (King of Grenada), Mr HOWELL, | 
Ismael... 0. +2 «( Commander in Chief,)...... Monsieur SILVAIN, 
Myssouf, .( Chief of the Eunuchs),.Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
Zeir, ee «( Principal Page to the King.)...+.+Miss NEWCOMBE, 
Pages, Eunuchs, Nobles, Priests, Guards, &c, 

Zulma ..(Betrothed to Ismael.),, Mademoiselle LUCILE GRAHN, 
Zelika, .(@ Royal Slave),...Mile. CLARA WEBSTER, 
Atargul, .(her Companion), .Mile. O'BRYAN, 

Mina, .( Faithful Negress to Zulma,),.Mrs W. H. PAYNE, 
The Genius of the Harem, .(disguised as aSlave,(,.Mad. GIUBILEI, 


Commander in Chief of the Female Army, Mile. L. GRAHN, 
Officers—Misses Clara Webster, O'Bryan, Carson, &c. 


In Act I.--A Divertissement. 


Introduction, by the Corps de Ballet. Grand Pas de Schall, by Miss C. Webster 
and Miss O’Bryan. Grand Pas de Bayadere, by Madlle. Lucile Grahn A 
Grand Pas de ‘Trois, by Miss C. Webster, Madame Giubilei, and M. Silvain. 


In Act II.--Grand Pas de Deux, 


By Miss O’Bryan, and Madlle. Lucile Grahn. The Pas des 
Lances, and the Pas des Lyres. 


In Ac III.—GRAND EVOLUTIONS of the FEMALE ARMY ! 


The following New Scenery has been painted by the Messrs. Grieve. 

A Vast and Splendid Hall in the Palace of theAlhambra, opening upon the Court 
of Lyons: The Bath of the Harem! through which is seen a distant View of 
the City of Grenada, and the Embarkation on the River Xenil. A Pass in the 
Alpuxarras Mountains, with the Bivouac of the Female Army, changing to 
the Gardens of the Genius of the Harem. 











Theatre Royal, Haymarket. ; 





This Evening, with new Scenery, Dresses, and Decorations, Shakspear’s 
Comedy of The 


TAMING 


OF THE 


SHREW. 


FROM THE ORIGINAL TEXT. 
Induction. 
A Lord, Mr STUART, Christopher Sly, Mr STRICKLAND, 
Page, Players, Huntsmen, and other Servants, 
Miss KENDALL, Mr WEBSTER, Mr BUCKSTONE, &c. &c. 
The Persons of the Play itself are— 

Baptista, .Mr GOUGH, Vincentio, .Mr TILBURY, 
Lucentio, .Mr H. HOLL, Hortensio,. Mr HOWE, 
Gremio, .Mr JAMES BLAND, Petrucio,,.Mr WEBSTER, 
Grumio, .Mr BUCKSTONE, Tranio,.Mr BRINDAL, 
Biondello, .Mr H.WIDDICOMB, Pedant, .Mr SANTER. 

| Katharina, .(the Shrew), .Mrs NISBETT, 
Bianca, .Miss JULIA BENNETT, Widow, .Mrs STANLEY. 





In the course of the Evening, the Band will perform 
NEW POLKAS.—J.Lasitzxi. London: published only by Messrs. 


Cocks & Co., Music Sellers to Her Majesty, 20, Princes-street, 
Hanover-square. 





To be followed by, (29th time) with new Scenery, and Dresses, an entirely 
New, Original, and Local Extravaganza, entitled, ‘The 


Drama at Home ! 


The Drama...Mrs GLOVER, Ophelia, .Mrs CAULFIELD. 
Puff .. Mr CHARLES MATHEWS, 
Richard III... MrWORRELL, Lord Stanley,.Mr CARLE, 
Arnold,.MrCAULFIELD, Melchthal, .MissMATTLEY, 
The Peri, .Miss KENDALL, Achmet,.Mr IRELAND, 


Ariel, ,MissP,HORTON, Othello, ,.MrENNIS, Macbeth, .MrHoward 
Punch ,. Mr JAMES BLAND, 
Portia, ,. Miss LEE, Nerissa, .Miss GROVE, 
Falstaff, MrT.F.MATHEWS, MrsPage, MissJones, MrsFord,Mrs Worrell, 





To conclude with, a new Farce, called 


Love in a Saek ! 


Quince. .Mr STRICKLAND, 

Jonas Pea, ..(his Apprentice)... Mr BUCKSTONE, 
Tot..Mr TILBURY, 

Mrs Quince, Mrs HUMBY, Jane..Mrs Si ANLEY, 

Cleopatra Cox Quince, Miss CARRE, | 


Printed and Published, every Morning, by E. & J. Thomas, 26. Russell Court, 
Brydges Street, Covent Garden, 

















